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JOHN GAGLIARDI TO ACCEPT CONTRIBUTIONS 
TO COLLEGE FOOTBALL AWARD PRESENTED BY THE 

NATIONAL COLLEGE FOOTBALL AWARDS ASSOCIATION

FORT WORTH (NCFAA) – Former Saint John’s University (Minn.) head coach John 
Gagliardi, the winningest coach in college football history, is the recipient of the 2013 
Contributions to College Football Award.

The National College Football Awards Association (NCFAA) will present the prestigious 
award to Gagliardi on ESPN during The Home Depot College Football Awards on 
Thursday, Dec. 12 from 7-9 p.m. ET at the Atlantic Dance Hall on the Disney Boardwalk 
in Lake Buena Vista, Fla. 

“It is our great pleasure to honor Coach John Gagliardi whose stellar coaching career 
spanned eight decades and had a tremendous impact on players from several different 
generations,” said NCFAA President Danielle Moorman. “The fruits of his efforts in the 
win column are obvious, but he also contributed to his players’ development off the field 
and applied unique coaching philosophies to the game.” 

The NCFAA created the Contributions to College Football Award in 2002 to recognize 
exceptional contributions to the sport. The award is presented to an individual “who has 
been closely associated with college football as a player, coach, administrator, media 
personality or other position attendant to the game.”

In many cases the winner has been a combination of the above. The past winners are 
Darrell Royal (2002), Keith Jackson (2003), Vince Dooley (2004), Tom Osborne (2005), 
Chuck Neinas (2006), Frank Broyles (2007), Bobby Bowden (2008), LaVell Edwards 
(2009), Lee Corso (2010), Roy Kramer (2011) and Ara Parseghian (2012).

“It is hard to believe I am even mentioned with the previous nominees,” said Gagliardi, 
87, who began his coaching career as a high-school player-coach in 1943 and retired 
following the 2012 season from Saint John’s, an NCAA Division III school. “I have 
obviously out-punted my coverage and am completely out of my league. After 70 years of 
coaching it is nice to be honored by such a great group.”

Gagliardi, who has a collegiate career coaching record of 489-138-11 in 64 years, ranks 
No. 1 in victories all-time. In 1949, He began his collegiate coaching career at Carroll 
College in Helena, Montana, where he won three league championships in four seasons 
before moving on to his historic 60-year run at Saint John’s in 1953.

In 60 seasons, Gagliardi won 27 conference titles and four national titles at Saint John’s. 
His teams played in 58 postseason games. Gagliardi’s 64 years of collegiate coaching is 
the most in college football history, surpassing the old record of 57 years that was held 
by former University of Chicago and University of the Pacific coach Amos Alonzo Stagg 
(1890-1946).

“If I contributed anything to football perhaps it is that we were successful with a very 
different approach to coaching,” said Gagliardi, who was the first active coach to be 



inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame as part of the 2006 Class. “We showed that we could win with short 
practices, and no full-go contact (resulting in fewer injuries), as well as other out-of-the-box tactics. I probably received 
more than I gave back spending my life with 18-to-22-year old motivated, young men. 

“A source of great pride is to see so many of them have great success in so many careers. It is very rewarding when some 
mention I had something to do with their achievements.” 

The National College Football Awards Association (NCFAA) encompasses the most prestigious awards in college 
football. The 21 awards boast 678 years of tradition-selection excellence. Visit NCFAA.org to learn more about our story.
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